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SALLY CARPENTER'S DOCUMENTARY
TRAIL

“VENEERS OF HISTORY IN GREEN HILLS EAST”, NASHVILLE SCENE

Sally Carpenter, a Black domestic worker born around 1902, survives in five records — a 1930 census line and
four Nashville directory entries through 1935 — only as a servant in Holt Bean's household, the lone exception
the Green Hills covenant allowed to its bar on African descent.

« the fact of the matter lived in the basement and her name was Sally Carpenter
¢ documented in four city-directory records through 1935

ABSTRACT

Five records preserve Sally Carpenter — one census line and four Nashville city-directory entries —
every one generated by the household she served, not by her. They show a Black domestic worker,
born around 1902 in Tennessee, enumerated in Holt Bean’s household at 1612 North Observatory in
1930 and traceable in the city directories through 1935, after which she leaves the record entirely.
The Green Hills covenant barred persons of African blood or descent from the subdivision, then
opened one exception: such persons could be present in the capacity of servants. Carpenter was that
exception — admitted under the same clause that barred her from ownership, and recorded only
insofar as she served. She is recoverable now only because the Bean household was documented
so exhaustively; a household that left fewer traces would have left her none.

METHODOLOGY

Census record. The 1930 enumeration of the Bean household (Fifteenth Census, Davidson County,
Enumeration District 19-220, Sheet 7A) was verified against the census image. The street-label
column was read directly from the image and confirmed as “Observatory Drive.” The Carpenter entry
at line 18, dwelling 129, family 135, was transcribed verbatim from the image.

City directory search. Nashville city directories were searched on Ancestry HeritageQuest (U.S., City

Directories, 1822—1995, Collection 2469) under the name variants “Sally Carpenter,” “Sallie
Carpenter,” “Sallie P Carpenter,” and “Sally P Carpenter,” filtered to Nashville, Davidson County,
Tennessee. The search returned four unique entries, for 1930, 1931, 1933, and 1935. Each entry’s
indexed metadata — year, address, occupation, Ancestry record ID — was captured. Where the
index carried OCR corruption (“507 Hardinc” for “1507 Harding”), the address was corrected against

the source scan, not the index.
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https://www.nashvillescene.com/news/coverstory/green-hills-model-home-historic-zoning/article_8ac2de68-0cd3-4c69-8442-857eada34a42.html

Negative search and exclusion. One earlier candidate was investigated and ruled out. A “Sallie Pearl
Carpenter,” born about January 1897 in Belfast, Marshall County, surfaced in the 1920 census;
Belfast is roughly ten miles from Lewisburg, where Holt Bean held property before his 1927 Nashville
move. But her trail runs the wrong way: by 1950 she is in Warsaw, Sumter County, Alabama, married,
and she dies there in January 1985. Three independent enumerations and the Social Security Death
Index put her birth in 1897; the Bean-household census puts Carpenter’s in 1902. The five-year gap
holds across every record, and the Belfast woman is a different person.

Coverage gaps. Ancestry HeritageQuest'’s digitized Nashville directory collection is not complete for
every year between 1930 and 1940. The absence of a Carpenter entry after 1935 may mean she left
the directory record or may mean the surviving volumes have a hole; the two cannot be distinguished
without a direct check against extant R.L. Polk & Co. Nashville directories for 1936—1940.

SOURCES

Primary documents

» 1930 U.S. Census (Fifteenth Census of the United States). Tennessee, Davidson County, Civil
District No. 7 (Part). Enumeration District 19-220, Sheet 7A. Enumerated April 7, 1930, by Leo L.
Boles, Enumerator. Supervisor’s District No. 4. National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA), Record Group 29; digitized by FamilySearch.

» Nashville City Directory, 1930. Ancestry HeritageQuest, U.S., City Directories, 1822—1995,
Collection 2469, Record 13264456. Entry: “Sally P Carpenter.” Nashville City Directory, 1930.

« Nashville City Directory, 1931. Ancestry HeritageQuest, Collection 2469. Entry: “Sallie Carpenter.”
Nashville City Directory, 1931.

» Nashville City Directory, 1933. Ancestry HeritageQuest, Collection 2469, Record 14634460 (image
14634460). Entry: “Sallie P Carpenter, 1507 Harding.” Nashville City Directory, 1933.

» Nashville City Directory, 1935. Ancestry HeritageQuest, Collection 2469, Record 14124956 (image
14124956). Entry: “Sallie P Carpenter, rear ns Observatory 3 w Belmont blvd.” Nashville City
Directory, 1935.

Supporting primary documents

» 1930 U.S. Census, Holt Bean household, verbatim entry. The full 1920-1950 run of Bean-
household enumerations is set out in Holt Bean: A Life.

» Plat 1, Covenant 4, Green Hills Subdivision (1927). The deed covenant restricting occupancy by
“persons of African blood or descent ... except in the capacity of servants.” See Plat 1, Covenant
4: The Racial Covenant in the Green Hills Deeds.
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FINDINGS

SALLY CARPENTER WAS ENUMERATED IN THE BEAN HOUSEHOLD IN APRIL 1930
AS A LIVE-IN SERVANT

The 1930 census (ED 19-220, Sheet 7A, dwelling 129, family 135, line 18) records her as: name
“Carpenter, Sally”; relation to head “Servant”; race “Negro”; sex “F”; age 28; marital status “Single”;
birthplace “Tennessee”; occupation “Maid”; industry “Private Home.” Born, then, around 1902, in the
state where she still worked. The household around her on that sheet was Holt Bean (head, white,
age 39, Insurance Agent), Salome Bean (wife), Jack Bean (son, age 7), and Carpenter — three
names that recur across thirty years of records, and one that does not.
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THE ARRANGEMENT WAS ALREADY RUNNING WELL BEFORE THE 1930 CENSUS
CAUGHT IT

The Tennessean’s 1927 architectural coverage of the Model Home specified “a servant’s room and
shower” in the basement. The 1930 census places Carpenter in that room — or in the domestic-labor
arrangement it was built to house — within three years of the Beans’ purchase. The census fixes no
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move-in date. By April 1930, though, the deed’s “capacity of servants” clause had become a person,
in a basement, with a name.

THE MIDDLE INITIAL “P" IN THREE OF THE FOUR DIRECTORY ENTRIES ALMOST
CERTAINLY STANDS FOR PEARL

The 1930 directory indexes her “Sally P Carpenter”; the 1933 and 1935 directories, “Sallie P
Carpenter.” Only the 1931 entry drops the initial. The pattern — a middle name used in life, flattened
to an initial by a directory typesetter — fits a woman who went by “Sally Pearl” or “Sallie Pearl.” It is
the closest the record comes to giving her a name of her own choosing, and even that is an
inference.

FOUR NASHVILLE CITY-DIRECTORY ENTRIES TRACE HER THROUGH AT LEAST

1935

The entries, with spellings as indexed:
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LOANS ON NASHVILLE REAL ESTATE
Reasonable Charges—Prompt Service
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Greenland av
Thos W (Rosle G) slsmn 1707 Acklen

= Vinh (2) indrs 1428 10th av
" Voig (Anmie) ins. Siamn w105 Peachtree
" Wm (c) lab r28 loth av

dr

Carpenters Union No 307 John E Gatlin
sec meets at Labor Temple

Dorothy M) emp Fletcher-

‘Wilson Coffee Co h2208 Fox av

Carr see also Karr an
Aubrey L ‘Geomla B) sl:mn Knm-sxm-
‘mons 165 Kenner av
Ben) J (c: Lelia B) sismn hi6z4 Jetfer-

R 1) mer whse Bradford
“Whot o \‘l[z Co h5111 Dakota av
809 Tennessee av

a
R (Effie) 'm!r 009 Russell
et F1303 DoweIn o
ahvl h)mr mmm *3unday Seh Bd 118
av

509
H_(Lucv) cus«odian Dolicc Park
s h1807
" Frank R (Gertrude: e Piline Station
h1105 Douglas av
farv) caser Jarman Shoe Co
scobel

* Gladss. (0 Turse 3401 West End av ant
25 r1700 Jeffersor
* Granville student 11 av N
Sicien ¢y tehr F1613 10th av
* Henrv (c) farmer h ns Powell av 3 e
Hamilton T
* Herbert E (Eliza) eng h3610 Valley Vista
Hifm v (Effie M) candv mir hio0s

" Hurlm lc Pearlmm lab hma Scovel

d College r2118
" 3B 1 ns Harding rd 2 ¢ White Bridee rd
apt Ba

ton Mtz G0 1131
5th av N
* Mamie (c) prin Clifton Sch h1703 Hel-
" Mark A (Cath) plmbr Jas M Gallagher
o 1512 N

" Martha G sec Natl Life & Accdt Ins Co
r1105 Douglas ay
Mary (c) Indrs h1024 6th av N
" Mary mach opr Ingram Mfg Co ri80s
ennessee av
Mavis Mrs r1217 Sigler
Nancy M (c) tehr City Schools rl703
eiman
el cc; Gladvay ditver 11624 Jeftersan
" Nowa (H Rand
Inc r1308 WoodIa d
o Pans M (Mary) washer Ingram Mfg Co
Tennessee av
" Ra\monﬂ L (Mary L) pntr h1116 Brick
Church rd
" Shelton S clk Piggly Wiggly Stores r510

" Ruby (c) 11711 State
" W Dewey linemn Tenn Electric Power
Co h1916 9th av N
* Wm cli Natl Life & Accdt Ins Co r1105
uglas av
*wm F (Dorothy G) shoemkr Jarman
Shoe Co

Wm H (c; Susie) lab h2009 12th av N
r

e P_stel as

Carraway Flora B (¢) olk Fu‘eslde Schools
Headuuaners 1913 11th

Cartick Carney (HazeD lab 100 c0th av
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First and Oldham

DIXIE FLOORING & LUMBER CO.

“0AK FLOOKING
FLOORING AND LUMBER
Fir-Tex Building Board

OUR &

Phone 5-1052

Carrier_see also Caraher
. Ear} P slud;‘nt 13011 Capers av

13 Marion av
Howard A (Margt) hipr h1119 Meridian
Tionay aet h3011 Capers av

) survevor 0 Rutledge

* Claude (Irene) axemn County Hwy Dent
rol4 W Morton

"3 W rodmn Counts Hwy Dept r42 Rut-

”. J'-ssc “C (Myrtie W) sismn hi610 22d av

an
e Fy nl
26 isis Wmm Creek
" Buby shoemkr Jarman Shoe Co r RD
PRt 1 euard mists White's

N e
Garsithers Albert (c) lab h200 N 3d
Carroll Ada B tchr Trevecea Coliege r do
“Alonzo M (Sarah L) sismn h147 Ken-

ner av
"Chas R e restr 320 8th av N 1Tl

' DeGmW Studenl r“ll'l Huzhland av
“ Elbert P (Glen e Bt, Bernand
Coal Co hs10 Westwo
L Ella mld MichD) hi514 Hay 'es
ie Mrs nurse 1921

X
: Service Engraving
Co)_r Madison Tenn
B W au A seedtreas Hil Flec
tric Co and Wooden Pruducts Co Int
h108 Rosebank av
Frances 1510 Crawtord
= ancu h616 7th
" Frances M (wid W JV r2504 Trevecca av.
* Prank C (¢) hlpr r308 N
" Geo E_(Louise J» embﬂmu M S Combs
5

P (Haze) chomm Jictor Chemical

B e B itra s

" Jas (Nanev B) lab h1922 4t av N
Jas A (Tennie) clk Rv Exo Agey h100

" Jas W 1Lmu‘| =0 h ws Riverside bivd
1s

“ John B 1Ove L) [1lmz sta 2833 Nolens-
ville rd h313 Al
;onn D cement \\kv rilﬁ 2stav N

" John 3 (Mary C) habs 376h av N
" Jos (c; Christine) lab h2122 Herman
» Josie h407 Main

" Kathryn cllc N € & St L Rv r207 Reld-
" ki T 44th

" Loyise hipx 2 ibinet Co ¢ RD 3

urch pi

JMal E bkr rla14 Hages

: t tel opr r308 37th av N
\ mus tehr 1914 Bth'av N 13803

Alonzo D) 13803 Central

J (Lillian) "eng 11503 Tremont
“ Batk J i student £1503 Tremo
" Richd B (Clara) battervmn ho09 4th av
Richd W r1206 Dallas
" Robt L (Cora) lab hil17 Brick Church

rd
" Robt R auto repr 413 Demonbreun r97
4th av 8

¢ Salhe !md Benn 912 Mth n» N

503
" S Methodist Clich Services 11 A M
Sunday_School
"4hos C " Julia) driv
J M) asst cash PO h207

207 Reidhurst av
Ve Cl GhA B ron) s 110 din av

Vernon H agt Continental Life Ins Co r
Madison Tenn
“wWm S %16 St av N apt

'm  T,cltv plumbing inspr ity Hau £
Garruth Jemnie %) 151z Phillins
Carruthers see also Carothers and Caru-

ers
~ Eda ie) caddie ¥
o Edw (¢ Hattie) b tuemn 62T dth av 8

tha) afiver Tem Biseuit 0o

hi S
" Leonard () mb h713 Ferris al
Robt M nnie) pntr r1909 Herman
"W @ del boy Auto Bearings & Parts
Co 816 Tth av S
en Benl ¥ Luey B ok PO n2s40
! Bradford 112 8th ay
Chas A (Annie)

E ) 1 State
Claude © ixbes ks Gl ri i
Stephen:
Dora. (rm\'.rs OBryan Bros Inc r Mrs
Lillie T Cai
" Eddie _(¢) h?Z"Z 14th av N
" Edna B shoewkr Jarman Shoe Co r Mrs

304 Scott ar

shwood av
ne) sheet metalwkr his20

otte
rald ( Mattie L) broommir r403 42d av

N

" Gertrude manicurist Hotel Hermitage
200 Stratte

W Wooworth Co

Fidanon Hsomn “rmos H Proctor
el b2124 S et &y
T Antioch Tenn
th B waiter 1633t N st
", Lxﬂw T (wid Llovd) smstrs O'Bryan
Bros Inc h ns Fer av 1 w Brick Ch-

Lioyd T slamn Sears Roebuck & Co r

" Luciie B, Studeqt 1304 S
" Bliey R M Gk B h2si0 Biair biv
 Marst i@ N dth
r Mrs Lillie T Carson
P shoe opr Jarman Shoe Co T
NI Liiie T Carson.
" Olivia J elk N C & St L Ry 12124 Ash-

* Oscar B\ Minnie L) ¢lk N C & St L Ry
r RI ntioch Tens
= qulme cash Cain-Sloan Co 112 Clai-

* Raymond T (Malissa) hipr Dresiar-
White Co hl12 Claiborne

" Thos E barber Vauxhall Barber Shoo
h203a 12th

» ViRAniA L 12134 Ashwood

" Virginia L student 2540 Blair blvd
Cartg Gilbert (Oda B oo Clk Great A &
Tea Co r4sil Ilinoi




421 Union St.

R. W.BRATTON & CO.

REALTORS
Business Properties —

Chain Store Leases
Phone 6-1196

CARPENTER
" Robt W (Vernise) lsh Tumer Day &

00lwor
H Salue B D) matd & ear ns Observatory
w Belmont bivd
- i K <Emm£e7 st car opr Tenn Elec
Power Co h2310 Trev av
(Rose) sismn n191s 19th av S
asualty

urch an

« Zelia Zurs corsetiere Ghas of Nash-

ville r503 Chi C2

Cardenters Local Uniof 507 E B Grant rec
sec wbor Temple

rothy M) mach Fletcher-
Wirson, Coffes. G0 2208 F

" Leglie W emp Phillips & Buttortt Mrg
Co r Antioc]

Mary M (wid John L) rén1 Utah av

mmons
Benj J (c) 1624 Jefferson
" Byrd R (Ethel mer Brnd(oni ‘Whol Furn
Mfg Co h4608
* Carl E slsmn Vlcm.zamen' Ward & Co
4908 Indiana
chas F (Kate) n6l
& (e Seee kho 1283 it av § 1261

X Mortley mer Wamer Bldg h
3101 West End av apt 8A
Eliz AF‘lrnnk R Carr & Daughters) r1105
as
Bl (@) Gook riT11 State
» Bthel (©) maid 2801 Acklen av
(Kate'
P'gmk H (Lucy) ity notice h1807 East
id
Frank R (Gertrude: Frank R Carr &
Daughters) h1105 Douglas av
" Frankle k (Frank R Carr & Daughters)
T1105 Douglas
Prank R & Daughters (Frank R, Frankle
R. Willie P and Eliz) filling sta 531-35
Broadway
urmett shoewkr 11211 Boscobel
Harold (cv.:iwk 1307

sse (c; Nettie) porter Woodward F
ts 1626 Patt
* John M (Sallie) mm Gatewood v
M jr 1307 Gatewood av
Jos [} Issl clk State Senate 12610 Oak-

" Kate N¥o (Carr & Sirey) h315 34 av 8
7 Kenneth C (M midr h13 Gay

N 2
* M1 Best Warren

CARR &
Mary H typist Tenn Emergency Relief
Rt 5810, Calang av

* Naniey M (c) tehr Cameron Jr High Sch

1908 In
F'L) 1ab nille Brick

- shelton’s Slsmn Plggly Wiggly Stores
Inc (br) rlOl’? Elsl nd a

T1607 East Side av
) clk 11603 Shelby av
Iab City Waterworks

v N
o o Mutual
Mocking Bird rd
M i dep el Cireult Court 1208
bird

“ Willie (wid J WES]E)) alteration work
Montgom ard & Co hi211 Bosco-

" Willie, P clk Natl Life & Accdt Ins Co
r1105 Douglas a:

" & Sircy (rg Kate Carr, Mrs Susie Sir-
cv) rot

Carraro Ne Nell N'rs slswn Castner Knott Co

Can ramm Nnnme 1326 Edw!
Carraway Flora
‘Henn B hitor Ber-

Carrier see also Caraher
Earl P buffer r3011 Cape:

; Howard A Margt) hiois Elvira
Jesse L (Tiona B) car service agt TORY
Sornsol1 Gape

; Raloh E clk TCR\Co J011 Capers av

N
Claude E_(Irene D) axmn County Hwy #

Dept 25t
Hnrnce mm\ lab rma Kline ay
sse C_(Myrtle W) 01610 22d av N
sse W rrhelmm rodmn County Hwy

‘Deot ' scobel

Carrington A Anme (wid John M) r1104

- Ethel Mrs smstrs Mark Henderson Co
19 Boscobel

" Wm R (Ruth) formn h1315 White's
reel
Carrithers Albert (c: Fannie) lab h200 N

Carroll Ada B tehr Trevecca Jr College ¥
“ Alice (¢) waiter Hettie Ray’s Coffee Shop
10 North Hill
- Allce (c: wid Henry) Indrs h810 8th av §
* Barney 11332 8th a:
* Gurrie B riv22 S v
& Testt 3% Sth av N ¥

© Glara Mrs h60 Hermitage av

th av S
t Home Beneficial Assn r

aviors 1a.
¥ 2:31; l’““fq M) clk State Hwy Dept h310
st av
" Edmund F clk Gt A & P Tea Co 1310
t av
* Elbert B (Glenn) br mer StBernard Coal
Co h2610, Westwood dr

rs h921 ing|
Ella (wid Michl J) hi514 Hnyes
" Emma (wid Jacob) h831 44th &

McMurray Ave. near Parthenon Av.

CRAB ORCHARD STONE CO. Inc.

r
Flagging, Stepping Stones, Rubble, Crab Orchard Stone Rooﬁu

el. 7-7901

BRANDON PRINTING

MANFR STATICNERS
PRINTERS

NASHVILLE.TENN. CotorworkaspecialTy ~ ENGRAVERS

ARROLL
» Emma (wid Robt) rsol Hudson
t F ice Engraving

n Tenn
A)_sec-treas-mgr Hill

osel
- Eya (c: wid Mack) hI705 Underwood
“ Frances slsvn F W Woolworth Co T
Madison Tenn
" Frences M ( 'm J)
© Frok (c) chaat 1438 SR &
E (Loutse 1) mbaimer T4308 Da-
*"(Hazel) emp Victor Chemical
Wks h5104 Nevada av
" Harry I _(Maude) unow  SDET. Service
Engraving Co r. RD 1
- ey G ooraia) AremA W & Buth &
Co h1823
* Hautie M ré31 44th ai
- Herschell M :Thelmm 15 n1823 D
Irene smsirs § Lowenstetn & Bro Yioss

- Jas (Nancy) h1922 4th a
" Jas W (Lillie M) h ws Hiverside bivd 1
Eas

e M (c) waner Hettie Ray's Coffee
Shov 110 North Hill

" John, (@) driver Kossle Gardner risil

" John B (Ovie L) flling sta 2833 Nolens-

12502 Treveoca

Delta
h30g 37th av N
Ghristine) h2122 H

osie 1407 Mai
» Kathiyn clk N NCLSKLRV 207 Reidhurst
= Kirk P lab 83

Lowse Mrs F1317 oth av N,
© Noab % okor warner DNruz Co r1514 Hayes

R Music Teacher (Vie,
1 8th av N, Tel 6-3410, h3803
ral av, Tel 7-
¥, Maude) earp b9 Dick
20 3D h3803 Central av
wid PAk ) rae Dlst ay

beauty opr Estelle Beauty

Shovpe rlgls Phillips

3
~ Batk J (Lillie B) loco eng h1305 18th av

“ Patk J ir r1305 18th av S
» Richd auto mech 401 6th av S
» Robt (Allie) 1ab 19 Dicker
Cora) driver hdg Tigo
* Bireet Methodist. Episcopal Ghurch Rev
Wm T Has Rard pastor 61 Carroll
Ivanus enamelwkr rd:
Fennie (wid Jas A) I
hos (¢) porter Walter C Melton
Ihos ¢ (Mildred) driver holo Woodland
(Rose) h207 Reidhurst
rhos J i student £207 Reidhurst ar
H (Jean G) supt Cosmopolitan
a

7fal 215t av N

Tith, Geo (). lab r1312 Phillips

 Jennie L (c; wid Chester) rio12 Phillips
05 C (o) barber Golden Crown Barbe

LITHOGRAPHERS

Carruthers see also Carothers and Caru-
“ Clyde L (Lucile) court officer h409 22d

av N
- Edw (c: Hattle M) Iab r1103 10th av §
(c) cook 1212 17th
* Lewis (©) 1ab r1100 State
© 200 Elmington av r1026

Cole su
* Robt (c: Dora) lab r1909 Herman
(S Baateas parter Brandon Auto
Spring Inc h406 7th av
rson Ben F (Lucy R) real est h2s40

s Bmd!orﬂ 1212 8th a
" CHatty US Div of Tnvestigation r Sam
& Hotel

* Ghas & (Amle L) potr hs06 5th oy §
* Clara (wid ora ©) Castner Knott
Co h212 8
“ Clara E (c) ook hi6l1 State
* Claude C barber Sam Davis Hotel Barber
Shop r1610 Division
" Dora E,_smstrs O'Bryan Bros Inc r Mrs
Lillie T Carson
* Eddie (c) maid h2220 14th
- Bina B telywir 7 Mes Lilie T Carson
Eliiah (c) 1ab 154
Ethel H (wid N'Danl) h304 Scott av
Fran} Ruth)_agt Natl Life & Accdt
o "o h3s08, 12t v &
3 (Louise) 1ab h513 5th av S
% Gerald L (Mattie) broom mkr r3si8

[JaB nnrse 172 Hermitage av

arg!
Sanitary Mix

illie T (wid Llovd T) h Fern av
Llovd slsmn r Mrs Lillie T Carson
Lou Burch ay
0 h2540 Blatr blv
nav

" Osca ‘l' B lMﬂ’lnﬁe) clk NC&StLRy hﬂm
e RﬂVmﬂhd K (Malissa) mech Crown Tent
wning Co h112 Clmho e
S;a% 4\(Rl’l ‘enn Pub Co h
" Saml G home OfﬂCE X’!D Aetna Life Ins
Co r2004 W
V‘Wlnl L s!udem. M Blair blvd
s A clk Tenn Emergency Relief Admin
ri44 Tth av N
Cart, Gilbert (Oda B) clk The Gt A & P
‘Tea Co h5209 Indiana av
Carter A N_agt Great Northern Life Ins
Agey T E NBSH ille
bert student r2408 Gll’llnﬂNBV

avette
B? junkmn h512 Troost

Anna L Mrs (o) Indrs b305 Back
Annie I, (¢) maid 1909 Shankla
'A%es e besuty opr W23 1oth avS apt

“ Artie (c) h1411 Hamilton
rmum mach ri718 12th av
" Beni € (Birdie E) clk Tenn Contral Ry
1]
- Ba N ¢lt Hibbets Pharmacy r212 Lutie
* Bertha r1309 Forrest av

orists

210 6th ‘Ave. No.

Phone 6-5191 FRoses

HER ADDRESS MOVES ACROSS THE FOUR RECORDS

The 1930 and 1931 entries carry no address of her own; she is indexed under Bean’s. By 1933 she is
listed at 1507 Harding, an address that is not his. By 1935 she is back at “rear ns Observatory 3 w
Belmont blvd,” the rear of the Bean lot, an outbuilding behind the main house, no longer the
basement servant’s quarters inside it. Main house to her own room to a structure out back: the arc is
consistent with the informal, shifting residence of live-in domestic labor in segregated Nashville,

where the line between living where you worked and living near it was drawn by the employer and
redrawn at will.

SHE DOES NOT APPEAR IN ANY RECORD AFTER 1935

The 1940 census of the Bean household (ED 19-264, Sheet 3A) lists only Holt, Salome, and Jack —

no servant. No Sally or Sallie Carpenter appears in any Nashville directory consulted after 1935, nor
in any other Nashville source examined.
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THE SILENCE AROUND HER IS STRUCTURAL

Eight live-in servants are documented across the five target streets of Green Hills East in the 1930
and 1940 censuses: Carpenter, Floyd, Walker, Hamm, Crittenden, Mitchell, McReynolds, Tatum. Not
one of the eight appears by name in the Metropolitan Historic Zoning Commission’s 2025 Short
History of the neighborhood, a document built from city directories, property records, and accounts
that take the homeowner as their subject. The directories indexed the householder; the deeds named
the owner; the history followed both. Carpenter is recoverable only because the Bean household was
documented so exhaustively. In a household that had left fewer traces, she would have left none.

The post-1935 trail is open. Marriage under another surname would end her appearances under
“Carpenter” and would square with her 1930 status — single at twenty-eight, and so thirty-three by
1935 — while death, departure from Nashville, or a move to work outside the indexed neighborhood
fit the record equally well; no death record, no marriage record, and no out-of-state enumeration
matching her was found, and Davidson County marriage records for 1935-1945 and Tennessee
death records of the same span remain unsearched under her name. The 1940 Bean sheet (ED 19-
264, Sheet 3A) records no servant, but domestic workers were enumerated inconsistently in this
period, and a live-in servant absent on the enumeration date would not appear; the blank line
establishes no departure. The Marshall County lead — the Belfast woman ten miles from Bean'’s
Lewisburg property — was investigated and ruled out: the birth-year gap of 1897 against 1902 holds
across four independent records, and her trail runs to Alabama, where she married and died.
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