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MPORTANGE OF CITY PLANNING
MOVEMENT BEING RECOGHIZED

Interest in Making Provis-
ions for Nashville’s Rapid
Growth Spreading.

Lewis T. Baxter Makes Re-
port to Board of Trade on
National Conference.

Plans Should Be Made for a
“City of 500,000 Popula-
tion—Advantages.

The movement lucking toward making
fmmediate plans for the development of
Nashvilie along modern Hnes, with eivic
centers, more attractive parks and boule-
cards, symmetrical building arrangements
arid anchitectural pertectlon, is growing
‘rapidly, and w number of the leading
citlzens have become very actlve in for-
warding the movement I an 8EEressIve
muenner. A typlcal evidence of thls inter-
est In planning for greater things for
Nashville Is shown by the report of
Lewls 'T. Baxter to the Board of Trado
Thursday night, in which he outlined the
work of the last natlonal conference on
city planning held in Chlcago and gave
suggestions. Eior applying the progressive
principles to Nashville. IIis report was,
in part, as follows: .

MR. BAXTER'S REPORT,

“Aa a member of the committee ap-
polnted by -your organization I attended
the fifth annual conference on city-plan-
ning held_ st Hotel La Bulle in Chicago
on May 6, ¢ and 7. I regret that the
other members of your committee could
not attend and that no members of this
large committee appointed by the mayor
of Nashvilla were present at thls con-
ference, for it proved to 'be not only
very Instructive and interesting, but it
rerresented one of the grentest factors
relating to city development and beauty
now in existence.

“Fully 100 of .cur most progressive and
larger cities were represented -by. .able
meén, many of them recognized as tho
best lundscape gardeners and architectu-
ral englneers, in this country and men
who are absolutely-at the head of thelr
professions. In addition, every phase of

rofasslonel and business ilfe was there—
awyers and physiclans, retired business

men and men in active control of some
of the largest industrinl concerns--men
whose work in beautifying cities has re-
celved deserved 'recogiltion. from other
clties than those In which they live; men
who have (planned city improvements in
Chlcago, - Kansas- City, New: York; . nila-
delphia,” Buffalo, Seattlo, .Bt.™"

scores. of other Lng . L BUg
fully worked out the hundreds .'pf ques-

Louls' and

tlons. which necessarlly arose. in cArTye"

ing. out thelr plans, i
8COPE OF THE WORK.
“The work of these not only fncluded
the general plan_of suying where civic

centers . should be, how many and of
what kind the new bulldings shouid. be,

the class of architecture to be adopted,.
avenues and boule-.

what new streets,

Jvards should. he made, what streets

should be widened or straightened, where.

and of what area the parks  should be
Jald out, and how beautifled, where The
playgrounds, swimmling pools, golf links
and ball qrounds should be; but also tne
more" difficult problems as to how the
nioney necessary should bhe ralsed,  and
Flans for the fair and cqultable distribu.
tion ‘of “the. assessments on the adjagent
properties/. beautified, extending to "the
various streets parallel to and erossing
the streets and boulevards o be created
enew or widened and straightened. The

citles,” and .have sugeess-’

Ingenulty and labor displayed In arriving .

at -some of these conclusions brought
forth applause from one ol the most in-
telligent audiences I ever saw, .

“Thera were scores of maps hung o

the walls of the Immense audlence chum-
‘ber, showing the plans udopted by va-
rious cities In _Ame;ica and_ surope and
carried out. Othr«qv" showed plans sug-
gested -or adopted- ¢7nd being worked on

—plans which showed beautiful small
parks, lakes, playgrounds and circles
which formerly were the worst spots in
these clties; which showed beautiful ef-
fects where formerly the unsightly river
banks looked very much like those of
our . own Cumberland between our
bridges. One Instance might be men-
tloned of "Schenectady, N. Y. There an
ugly gulch about 1% fcet In width and
80 gcet deep and two blocks long, where
one feared to go, hag heen
spanned by light bridges of great archi-
tectural benuty, while the bed of this
gulch has running through it a boule-
vard, on hoth sides of which are flower
‘beds, Shrubbery and shade trees and
'through which the pedestrian is invited
to stroll in perfect safety,
A POWERFUL FORCE.

“Few know how great n power for good
this conference 18, and how great a force
it is in .making our cltles not only more
beautiful but much more healthful be-
cause of the effect it will have in making
such attractive spaces In our modern
clties,

“The general idea of those In this
movement in clty planning {8 for each
city to adopt a4 plan best sulted to its
needs and topography—one looking for-
ward for fifty vears as each city grows
larger, and work toward the completion
of that plan, and at the same time look
also to the demands which commerce
and business have & -right to make,

WHY NOT HERE?

“Almost all of our progressive citles
have either . adopted plans for sueh fu-
ture developinent or are considering this
most important matter. Why should not
Nashville take up this matter without
‘delay and employ some competent land-
scare gardener and architectural engl-
neer to study our location and its sure
roundings and formulate a plan for the
beautiful city of 50,000 population which
we -must have here somg time In the
future? Let”them now come and see
“the -glotlous. Jmsslblltle,ﬁ qf. this” bgautiful
-spot-in.‘the . dinmpls of the'uhiverse.! Let
them show us what we should do to ao-
commodate: this much greater population
and . give plenty of space in our streets
for rapid transit- of every kind; tell us
how our unsightly neighborhoods may be
turned into places of beauty; lay out
Jplaygrounds for the children. of this and
coming generations; point out new loca-
tions for parks, and tell us. where and
how many boulevards are -necessary to

(ormer:ly

‘connect the new and the present bewuti-:

ful - parks.
THE BOULEVARD BEAUTIFUL.

“And when the central portions of our
city have been studied thoroughly let
them go. further into our suburhbs and
lay out for us that future Highlund ‘Rim
road which will pass from the Hermitage
over the Overton, Harpeth und White's
Creek hijls and return through the Ma-
plewood section . and that wonderfully
‘beauttful natural park—Shelby Park—and
along the banks of the Cumberland. 1
doubt If one could find a more delight-
ful drive of thirty miles {n any part of
the United States than this would be,
for certainly from this Highland Rl
road could be seen one of the falrest
apd most fertile sections In Amerlca,

I cannot close this report without urg-
ing the Nashville Board of Trade to take
this matter. of o plan for. beautiftying
Nashville up without delay, and. serlously
urge Its many advantages upon our city

authorities and al] our citizens. If this
15.done now it can be done at much less
expense than hereafter, when Jlmpedl-
ments may be in the way, and it will
savo us from many mistakes which oth-
erwise muy be made . -

“The fuct that the Board of Trade be-
lleves Such a plan now necessary and
that ‘its members approve of taking ac-
tive steps at present will make it n
Hive question, attract the attention of our
people, hring on discussion of it In our
dally press, and by an educationnl cam-
paign- hurry - the plan to a successful
‘completion. Few -things thls board can do
would arouse us much enthusiasm at
‘home or advertise our city abroad so fa-
vorably., We have .ull the materin] for
'the  work, Nature has wonderfully
blessed us In this. respect. She has paint-
ed 4 glorious panorama on our hills and

vales. Wa ought at least to furnish a
‘suitable frame for this unrivaled pic-
ture.” . '
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