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BENEFITS OF
NEW BUILDING
 CODESET OUT

Building Supervisor James H.
Yeaman Gives Summary of
Important Features.

The result of mmonths of hard work, and
romprising 238 pages, the new huliling
code of the e¢ity of Nashville will be
passed on fina) reading at the regular ses-
Alon of the heard of commissioners next
Tuesdny morning, In the preparation of
this measure n large number of citizens,
experta in thelr respective lines, co-oper-
ated with Commissloner George J. Tomp-
klns and Dulldigg Supervtsor Jas. 1L
Yeaman, and it Is regnrded as one of the
hest bullding codes ever enncted in the
United Statex,  In faet, in ap article pre-
pared by Buflding Supervisor Vemmnan, and
comprising an uaeccount of building laws
enncted in Nashville {n the past, and a
simmary of the features of the pending
ordinance, he states that he is sure that
the new building eode “will be recognized
a8 the hest in the United States, and a
standard of reference by eities of much
more protenston than ours.”

Mr. Yemxman’s article, which was pre-
tured for The Tennessean npd Americgn,
is us follows: '

“Qulte n bit of historv of interest to the
bulkling interests and the citlzens of
Nashville {s to be found in.the tracing out
of this tmportsnt subjeet as it wends its
w through the different elty digests,

beginning with the fatmoux article of the

seperal nssembly of North Carolina, passed

Aprll 19, 1784, establishing the ‘town of
Nashville,'! on the hluff adjacent to the
‘I'rench Llck,) Among other queer items,

{t praceeds ta provide for the crectlon of
bufldings and lnspection nnd  measuring
of Mmmber and other,building materlals,
Thus in 1818 we find ourselves with a
bullding law of three or four llnes of
rending  matter. and proceed to crect u
great city, with a mayer and six alder-
men, and corporate limits beginning at
the mouth of Lick branch, thence west
with said branch to Swnmer street, thence
north to Line sireet, thence cast to the
Cumberland river, to the heginning polnt
at the mouth of Lick branch,

“From tlme to tlme boundarles are In-
ereased and  bullding laws are enucted,
fintll we laive 8 metropolis with a (pro-
posed) building code of over 300 pages,
not enly up to dute, but aliead of date.

“Resuming the thread of history, 1 find
that the second digest of luws prepared hy
Hon, W. A, Glenn in 1834 has two pages
of bullding lawa, controlling the ercctlon
of wooden bulldings and crection of chim-
neys: also the digest of 1865 by the sume
compller, which provides that the clty en-
gincer shall lay out "the lot for anyone
proposing to bulld 4 home and he is to
charge a fee of $2 therefor. s honer ‘the
' is bullding inspector, under thia
digest. .

“I'hen we have Lellyett's digest of 1S72
and three pages of building laws called
‘Fire Regulations’ and describing a fire
district from the river at the mouth of
Broadway te Spruce, to- Cedar, to Vine,
to Line, to College, to Locust, to Front, to
the river and to the heginning,

“Next we have the MeAlister digests of
1875 and 1881, in which a board of bulld-
ing commissionera is created, consiating of
the mayor, the fire farshal and the presi-
dent of the board of uldermen, with a
building law covering about five pagea.

“In 18% we have the Bradfori digest,
with its seven pages of bullding lawa, the
aame board of bhullding commissloners to
administer: in 1888 the Taylor digest, with
elghteen pages ‘of bullding laws, and the
same adminiatration; nlso the Waller di-
mest of 1803, with {ts twenty-two puges of
building laws. Next we have P'rice & Me-
Connico’s digest of 1001, with its twenty-
seven pages of bullding laws, with a board
of building cominissioners consiating of
the mayor, chief of police and chief of
fire department, and one of those ‘orful
unimals,’ a ‘lmlimnn inspector’;s nni now
the fun begins, for ‘we’ are ‘some city' set
upoen a ‘bluff.’

“Then comes the first real building cod
of 10086, lmrpc(ruted by Charles A. Fer-
guson and Robert Sharp of the architects,
S. IH. Bowera and J. W. Patrick
carpeaters, W, N. McDonuld and
ler of the concrete manufacturers, 'Bob’ El-
Hott and Joe Fulcher of the Lrick con-
tractors, J. 1. Fox and William Grewar
of the plumbers and Col, A, Tilinan Jones
of ‘hot alr fame.! After many, tribulationa,
these worthiea handed down’ to posterity
a real good butldine code, with the ear
marks and footprints of ecach of them
thoroughly imprinted thereln., This code
became 1 law on October 12, 1908, and dld
miich good in the handling and centrol of
bullding and bullding construction within
onr city, and the benefita leaked out as
far as DBrentwood, Paradise Rlidge and
Stipup.

“During the succeeding three yeurs many

chunges were midde ana new ordinances
enueted, and in 19 another code or the
asgembling and compliation of the then
existing bulliling ordinanees way made by
It J. Hodge: und our last digest, the Mc-
Alister nnd Rmlth digest of 1908, contains
the ahove ordinanees,  Then comes the!
1914 building eode by Bdward Laurent and
Jumes H. Yeaman.

“All of these steps bnve been tnken with
declded Improvemet noticeable not only
In the laws themseives. but In the mode
and  mapner of bullding and construe-
tion.

“We are now up to the new hullding
ecode, which is on {ts third and final read-
ing hefore the bourd of commissloners,
unld  will doubtless Lecome the building
code of the clty of "Nuahvllle by the thne
the ink i8 dry on the puper you put this on,
This code, T am sure, wlll he recognized
a8 the best in the Unlted States amd a
stindard of reference hy eitles of much
more pretensions than ours, I say this
becnuse I have In v files copiesn of the
hullding vodes of every clty of over 60,000
popnlation in the United States.

“We have had the best talent in the
south in conference and committee meet-
ing, night after nlght, for the last four or
five months, delvlug deep into the mi-
nutest detulls, In order that u perfect colde
syould he had, Members of the Englneer-
ing Associntion of the Soutd, experts from
Vitnderbilt univeraity and  the national
honrd of underwriters, goverument ex-
perta, Nashville architeets il contractors,
muterlal men nnd furnishers, real cstute
agents aml property owners, representa-
tives of other citles and interests huve
come, wivised, critlciged, und without ex-
ception have complimented thia code. Com-
missloner Tompkinsg and the co-workers
selected by him hnve left no stone un-
turned and spared neither time, thought
nor energy to get the very bheat. and he s
te be congratulated on the work ncvom-
plished.

“Now then to the milk in the cocounut-—
for yolr request is not only for the hit
of history just given., but general outllne
of the detalls of this ordlnunce—so here

Ve,

*“This s n remedint ordinance, and 18 to
he construed Hberally, in order to obtaln
the benellcinl  Interests and  purposes |
thereof. It detines the fire zones, which
are five in number, and specttios the cluss |
of bulldings which may be bullt fn each!
zone; provides for the tnspeetion of build- |
ings und structures, bollers, elevators aund |
etectricn]l works; the tillng of plansg and |
specifieatlons for approval before issuance
of permits to construct or erect; defines the
dutles of the supervisor and ln-pectors
and # bourd of uppeals, consisting of an
architeet, 1 structural  engineer and a
practieal buflder, this beurd to slt aa a
court oen appenls from orders aud decrees :
of the supervisor and inspectors. '

“Provislons ure also muude for control
of the pillng of materinls and uge of streets
and thoroughfares in the construction of
bulldings.  Bonds are  demanded In all
cases where constructors use the streets
and public thoroughfures, or srect signs,
awnings or marquise. Very comprelien- |
sive detinitions of the terms and words
used are also contuiued In the measure.

“A apecial tire retardlug zone 18 ereated
where only buildings constructed of fire-
returding constroctlon may  be  erected, |
Rulldings throughout the clty ure clusst-;
fiedd, from the ¢hicken house to the preten-:
tipus skyscraper, with the cluss of mnteri- |
als and  construvtion  permitted therekn. |
The works of excavution and tnumlntlon‘

are ull properly provided for, and the ul-
joining property is to be protected durlug
the executlon of such works. The cluss,
kind and munner of constructing walls is:
carefully arranged and sufeguarded ;
heights of bhulldings amd areas for light,
and ventilatlon, with allowable leads for
all clussen of floors and bulldings; meana
of egress from ull structures, including llrui

smoke-proof towers und  stair-:
way tests, quality and welghts atl
materinla and working stresses; the tables
and deacriptions being very carefully pre-
pured and approved.

“Then we have cast-iron
steel  counstruction, concrete construction,
wouden construction, aud all the fire-re-
tarding formulne aud conatructions known
to the murket, suggested or approved by
the experts on the committee; roots and
roof constructlon in  all phases and
branches; fire doors, fire windows und ftire
shutters, protectlon of vertieal openings,
shafts, ete.; vaults, arcaways and pro-
jecting structures, mill construction, fire-
proof  construction aml  fire-proofing;
presscd ateel construction, fire testa of con-
struction, chimneys, tflues and heating ap-
paratuss the raising, altering, repairing or
removing of old bulldings: standplpe re-
quirements, sprinkler requirements, con-
structlon and equipment of theaters, con-
struction nnd equlpment of moving pleture
theaters, with all modern requiretnents for
the mufety and convenlence of the publie
in all classes of bulldings where people
congregute, rovin or sleep; hotels, apart-
ment houses, fais, schools, nuditoriumz
assembly halls, cte.: the construction o
public garages, storage and handling of
gugoline or other volatlie, infummuble
lquids,

“Bulldings for dry cleaning nnd struc.
tures of simllar class are all to be fire-
proof and removed to n safe distunce from
any other house or structure. Sigus, sign
bulletina, billbourds, awnlngs, marquise,
fences nnd tents are all provided for und
safeguards placed around all, Spechitl pro-
Llectlon for workmen und the public in
manner of scaffolding 18 ulgo remembered.
A very comprehensive teneinent house law
is nlso provided, Laws for the inspection
and ipstallation of electrienl wirlug appa-
ratus” and equipment are embraced In the,
ordlnance. he inspection of Dbollers, ele-
vators and heating plants and Instaliation
of same I8 very curefully provided for,
and fn fact all ‘matters relative to bulld-.
ings, structures and equipment of aame,
with the exception of plumbing and smoke
inspection, 18 included In this code of 230
puges of closely typewritten matter.

“This ordinance Is to take effect on Jun,
1, 1917, with the exceptlon of the provisions
prencriblng rone llmits and relating to
|Ignl and  billboards and heating plants, |
: fch take effect from' und after its pua-]

consatruction,
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